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Lebanon Middle School

Established 1909

Origional Construction
Addition-South Wing
Addition-North Wing
Addition-Gym #1
Addition-Outdoor Pool
Addition-gym #2
Addition-Cafeteria, kitchen, music room,
classroom, locker rooms, remove outdoor
pool
Close original portion, north& South
wings,
add modulars
Removal of modulars, demolition of
original
building, southwing, northwing,and
property
trtaded to City of Lebanon
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An aerial view of Lebanon “during the war years” (c. 1945). The high school (later
Lebanon Middle School) is prominently centered in the photo, and the small dark
buildings above the school on the edge of town are “temporary housing” which was
apparently built during the war. Courtesy Lebanon Chamber of Commerce, Lebanon
Centennial Calendar, 1978.
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Lebanon High School, circa 1918.
Lebanon Middle School will celebrate 150 years of educating Lebanon students, on
the evening of Thursday, May 30. Festivities will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
school, and will feature music, speakers from the school's past, historic yearbooks, and
work by current students. The site is the oldest continuously used public school site in
the state of Oregon, dating to 1851.
In 1851 a small log cabin school was located across the street from the present
Lebanon Middle School. In 1854, Santiam Academy was built where the current
Santiam School is located. Santiam Academy was a public school under the supervision
of the Methodist-Episcopal church and was supported by tuition from its students.
In the spring of 1909 the current Lebanon Middle School building was constructed.
It was built at the cost of $40,000. Mr. McChesney of Albany was the contractor and
P.C. Brown of Portland was the architect. At the time the building was modern in every
way, complete with a brick structure, concrete foundation, and several large grade
rooms, four classrooms, a large assembly room along with a library, office, halls, and a
basement. The modern conveniences of electric lighting, running water and central
heating were significant attributes of the school at the time it was built.
On September 6, 1909, the school opened its doors for the first time. It was a K-12
school serving all the young people in the city of Lebanon. Over the decades the “old
building” (as it came to be known) had many additions and improvements. The
population of Lebanon soon grew to the point that the new school served only high
school students. A wing of classrooms was added to the building in 1947 and another
wing was added in 1948. The first gymnasium was added in 1950 and another gym was
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built in 1976. When the new Lebanon High School was built in 1959, the building
became Lebanon Junior High School. A cafeteria, kitchen, and music rooms were
added in 1977. The transition to a middle school was made in the 1980's.
In the spring of 1996, staff and students at the school learned that the old building
could no longer be used. Modular classrooms were brought in that summer, and have
been in use since that time.
The current principal of LMS, Rob Hess, sums the situation up this way: “At LMS
we are excited about the years of opportunity ahead of us. We know that change is
hard, but as you can see, change is all around us and has always been a part of living in
Lebanon. From a small, one room schoolhouse in 1851 to a brand new K-8 building,
our first and foremost concern has been, and always will be, the effective education of
the young people in Lebanon.”
###
(The above is the text of a news release dated May 28, 2002. The celebration was in fact a
community “good-bye” to the old school. Outmoded, unsafe, and condemned by health
authorities, the old building, once the pride of Lebanon, was scheduled for demolition as
soon as the school year ended (in just a few days). The building was torn down and the
property traded to the City of Lebanon as part of a tri-partite swap in which the Lebanon
Hospital donated property to the school district for the construction of Pioneer School, and
the city – in exchange for the school property at the junction of Morton and Main streets –
constructed an extension of Fifth Street past the new Pioneer School, intersecting with
Reeves Parkway. But part of the deal with the city was that the school district had to pay
for the demolition and cleanup of the old building. Three Kings, a demolition company
from Battleground, Washington, got the contract and tore down both the old high school
and the old Santiam school across the street. Work started in late June 2002 and on
January 29, 2003 the school district hosted a public event for the formal property transfer.
In addition to the signing of the deed, the district displayed artifacts found in a time
capsule dating from 1909 that had been sealed in the cornerstone of the school building
and was discovered during demolition.)
Norm Hesseldahl
Director of Communications
Lebanon Community School District - May 21, 2003
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Lebanon Junior High School This photo of the remodeled building, with a north wing
and south wing (not shown) dates to about 1960. It became a junior high school in 1959,
after completion of the new Lebanon Union High School. (photo courtesy Sheila
Forster) .
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